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(A) 


Media Freaking! 

Over the past year, Akasegawa Genpei's Sakura Illustrated has 
appeared on three pages in each issue of one of Japan's most 
influential weekly magazines, The Asahi Journal. When it 
finally became clear that it was Akasegawa's Sakura Illustrated 
that was carrying the contents of The Asahi Journal, and not 
vice versa, as the Journal's board of senior editors had thought, 
chaos ensued, culminating in the recall of all copies of the 
Journal's March 19 issue, a major shake-up in its editorial 
staff, and two weeks during which publication was made utterly 
impossible. 

Now all installments of Sakura Illustrated are available 
without the cumbersome contents of the Asahi tome in a beautiful, 
300-page, boxed Eternal Preservation Edition. And all for a 
measly $5.00. (In Japanese--if you can't read it, just look at 
the pictures.) Available from Concerned Theatre Japan, Nishi- 
Azabu 3-1-14, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan 106. 
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Volume One Number Three of Concerned Theatre Japan carries 
a special section on Akasegawa Genpei and his work, centering 
around his conviction on charges of counterfeiting thousand- 
yen bills. A number of copies remains, and they are available 
from Concerned Theatre Japan at $2.50 each. 
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REDEYES 

SHRATD SAMPEI 




PART ONE 


/V 
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Why haven’t 
you done 
something? 




What’s that? 
You haven’t 
gathered the 
annual tribute? 


Yes, your lordship. 
The harvest was poor 
this year, and the 
farmers are suffering 
terribly. ^ 


imbecile! Do you 
think you can force 
them to cough up 
their taxes by 
sympathizing with 
them? 


Then you 
wish us to 
take 

hostages? 



Listen, those farmers 
aren’t going to die 
for want of a few 
sacks of rice. If they 
don’t have rice, let 
them eat millet 
and grass! 
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Listen once and listen well! 
These ten are hostages. If 
the rice for your taxes is 
not delivered in ten days, 
you’ll never see them again 
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Of course the 
soldiers on 
guard must 
have known 
of the starving 
dog’s approach. 
But they did 
*g- 
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Before long the scarcity of 
food and the arbitrary 
policies of the lord of the 
realm drove the farmers to 
their last hope: - 

REBELLION! 
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The most respected 
men from each 
village came together 
in council. 
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But the lord 
of the realm 
Nobuhira 
spared no 


pains m 


seeking out 
^ o l and destroying 

_.the rebels, 

*" I even after 



the uprising 
had been 
put down. 
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What do you 
think? 


Ml 




i' n 


riMfa 


Parents 

and 

family? 

Children? 




iii 




I will do 
anything. I 
will stake my 
life! 




Please, I beg of you, 
make me your 
disciple! 


pn 


From the look of that 
wound on your back, I 
thought there must be 
some _ reason. . 
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That day was to be the first of 
many painful days. 
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The man’s ability 
to leap had to 
grow with the 
flax. 
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How has 
he been 
l doing? 


You have done well, 
Matsuzo. You have 
completed the first 
steps of your basic 
training. 
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You cannot teach a monkey to swim or a dog to climb trees. 
And so it was that the farmer Matsuzo could not be taught 
the ninja’s secret martial arts. 

Expelled from the ninja camp, he was able to survive only 
at the price of an eye and a leg. 

How will this powerless and untalented man voice his protest? 
And how will he achieve his revenge? 


Part One completed June 1961. 
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The Stopcock 
Tsuge Yoshiharu 
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I think I have been 
able to attain a 
general grasp of 
what you are trying 
to convey. 


To paraphrase 


WHERE’S 

A 

DOCTOR! 


This is no joking 
matter. I might be 
dying. 


See how my face 
slowly grows paler 
and paler? 


If you have any 
sense of civic 
responsibility, please 
direct me to a 
doctor. 


>vv. 
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Ah, how could 
I have wasted 
so much time? 



7 But in this 

I case it would 

l be more 

\ grammatically 

\ accurate to 

_\say thoro. 
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